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About History Is Central

History Is Central is a three-year grant project funded by the U.S. Department of Education’s Teaching American History program. It serves middle and high school teachers in the state Technical High Schools, and in Ansonia, Berlin, Cromwell, Newington, Rocky Hill, and Wethersfield. 

We produce this newsletter several times a year to keep teachers abreast of our activities and of history-related resources that might be useful.

Please get in touch with us if you have questions or ideas about History Is Central programs, or about teaching U.S. history. 

Beth Rose, Project Director

beth@historyiscentral.org or 832-1438

Bruce Reinholdt, Public Historian

bruce@historyiscentral.org or 832-1442

John Tully, Academic Director

john@historyiscentral.org or 832-2812
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Upcoming Events
Saturday, April 28

Workshop on the rise and fall of industry in Connecticut, 8:30 AM to 12:30 PM. Bruce Clouette, a historian at the Public Archaeology Survey Team, will be our guest.

Tuesday, May 8

Book Circle discussion of Chris Appy, Patriots: The Vietnam War Remebered from All Sides. 4:00-6:00 PM in the Blue & White Room, CCSU Student Center. Contact Beth Rose (832-1438) if you want to register for this and receive a copy of the book.
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Saturday, May 19

Our final workshop for the academic year will focus on integrating the history of sports and leisure into the teaching of American history. Prof. Brad Austin of Salem State College in Massachusetts will be our guest. If you can, please bring an old copy of your high school’s yearbook to the workshop.
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June 22 and June 25-29

Our Summer Institute on “Technology and Industry: Yesterday and Today,” will include explorations of household technology and its impact on women’s work; how the automobile shaped the 20th century; the dynamics of industrial growth and decline in Connecticut; a visit to the Windham Textile History Museum, and more. We are still taking applications for the institute; go to our website (http://www.historyiscentral.org) to apply. 

If you participated in the 2006 Summer Institute, you are still eligible to participate in this year’s; contact Beth for more information.

Opportunities

Present your work at the March 2008 meeting of the New England Regional Conference (NERC) of the National Council for the Social Studies, which will meet in New Haven. The Connecticut Teaching American History projects are organizing a special pre-conference day on March 26, 2008, including sessions for teachers to present the lesson plans they developed as part of their participation in the grant projects. If you think you might want to be part of this, please contact Beth.

History Is Central Museum Visits: If there is a museum or historic site that you would like to visit, Bruce Reinholdt will take you there and arrange a tour with museum staff who can help you learn more about resources for your students. Contact Bruce (bruce@historyiscentral.org or 832-1442) for more information. 

Teaching Tolerance Grant Program offers grants to classroom teachers for projects designed to reduce prejudice and improve intergroup relations in schools. To learn more, go to http://www.tolerance.org/teach/grants/guide.jsp
Steve Armstrong, who has led sessions for us this summer and fall on teaching history with music and film, is conducting a summer institute on using film in teaching history, July 16-20 at UConn-Storrs. Contact him for more information at steph17895@aol.com
Online Resources
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Voices Across Time: American History Through Music, from the University of Pittsburgh’s Center for American Music. Its goal is to help teachers use historic songs as primary sources to supplement any secondary Social Studies, Language Arts, or Music curriculum. The website includes songs linked to different time periods of U.S. history, with suggested classroom activities.

http://www.voicesacrosstime.org
A new Connecticut history blog, created by State Historian Walter Woodward: http://www.cthistory.org.

Object of History, from the Smithsonian’s Museum of American History. Right now there are two main sections – one about the Greensboro Woolworth’s lunch counter, and one about a short-handled hoe that belonged to Cesar Chavez’s family. Each section includes a 2-minute introductory movie, an image of the object, a large collection of associated primary sources, and curriculum materials for high school students. You can also create your own “virtual exhibit” using the sources on the site. 

http://objectofhistory.org/
Other events

Take part in “America’s Largest Oral history project.” StoryCorps offers people the opportunity to interview each other about their lives; interviews are archived at the Library of Congress’ American Folklife Center. The project will be housed at the Old State House in Hartford, April 5–April 28, 2007. For more information, see http://www.wnpr.org/storycorps.asp
Prof. Matt Warshauer, who spoke with us this summer about the history of civil liberties, will be speaking about and signing his book Andrew Jackson and the Politics of Martial Law at the Old State House on May 15 at 6:30 PM. We will be providing copies of the book for any of our participating teachers who are interested. 
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Look out for Ken Burns’ new documentary about World War II, “The War,” which will air this fall. The film focuses on ordinary Americans’ participation in the war on both battle front and home front. Waterbury, Connecticut is one of four communities in the nation that producers chose to highlight. For more information, see http://www.current.org/hi/hi0612thewar.shtml









Missed out?





If you missed a workshop or book circle discussion, but would like to access the list of resources that we put together for each session, just go to the History Is Central website � HYPERLINK "http://www.historyiscentral.org" ��http://www.historyiscentral.org� and click on “Activities.”











Congratulations!


To History Is Central participant Jacqueline Stack, who has been selected as Cheney Tech’s 2008 Teacher of the Year.
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