HISTORY IS CENTRAL Newsletter

September 2006

We hope to produce this newsletter every few months with information that will be useful to you. Please let us know if you have ideas, contributions, or suggestions. We are looking forward to a great year of activities!

Beth Rose, Project Director

Bruce Reinholdt, Public Historian

Constitution Day

Sept. 17 is Constitution Day, commemorating the signing of the Constitution in 1787. The U.S. Department of Education has compiled online resources at http://www.ed.gov/free/constitution/index.html
You might also like to use the “Interactive Constitution” at the website of the National Constitution Center: http://www.constitutioncenter.org/constitution/
Their Constitution Day resources, including some interesting games and lesson plans, are at: http://www.constitutioncenter.org/constitutionday/display/MainS/Home
Upcoming History Is Central events:

Sept. 29: Public lecture by Eric Foner, Marcus White Living Room, 4:00 PM, refreshments following.

Sept. 30: Workshop with Eric Foner, Founders Hall (Davidson Building), 8:00 AM – 12 noon. 

Eric Foner, DeWitt Clinton Professor of History at Columbia University, is one of the country’s most prominent historians. His publications have concentrated on the intersections of intellectual, political and social history, and the history of American race relations. His most recent book is Forever Free: The Story of Emancipation and Reconstruction (2005). In a recent book review, Professor Steven Hahn of the University of Pennsylvania wrote of Foner: "Like his mentor Richard Hofstadter, he has had an enormous influence on how other historians, as well as a good cut of the general reading public, have come to think about American history. This is the result of his voluminous scholarship and of his decades as a teacher.”

October 27: Public lecture by Kevin Boyle, the closing event of the Connecticut Council for the Social Studies conference. 2:00 PM, in the Constitution Room in Memorial Hall. You may attend the lecture without registering for the conference. See below for more information about the CCSS conference.
October 28: Workshop with Kevin Boyle, 1849 Room in the Student Center, 8:00 AM- 12 noon. 

Kevin Boyle is a professor of history at Ohio State University, where he teaches twentieth century American history, with an emphasis on class, race, and politics. His recent book, Arc of Justice: A Saga of Race, Civil Rights, and Murder in the Jazz Age won the National Book Award for non-fiction, the Simon Wiesenthal Center's Tolerance Book Award, and was a finalist for the Pulitzer Prize and the National Book Critics Circle Award. The Washington Post wrote, “With his masterful new book, winner of a National Book Award, Ohio State University historian Kevin Boyle joins the ranks of distinguished narrators of American life. In luminous and unforgettable language, Boyle recounts the tale of Ossian and Gladys Sweet, whose gripping story illuminates America in the rising era of the automobile and turns toward the civil rights struggles looming just ahead.” 

Other Events of Interest:

October 6: University of Connecticut History Department, Foreign Policy Seminar. Stephen Rabe, “Race, Gender, and Ethnicity and the U.S. Intervention in British Guiana,” 4:30 Wood Hall lounge, University of Connecticut. For more information, see www.history.uconn.edu/events
October 12: University of Connecticut History Department, Fusco Distinguished Lecture. Sheila Fitzpatrick, “Foreign Visitors to the USSR in the 1930s Through Russian Eyes,” 4:30, Thomas Dodd Research Center. For more information, see www.history.uconn.edu/events
October 27: Connecticut Council for the Social Studies conference, “Connections to Our State and the World,” held in the Student Center at CCSU. Features a keynote address by State Historian Walter Woodward on the “significant role Connecticut has played in our nation’s past and its influence in international relations,” as well as a presentation from Danbury High School on a nationally recognized audio-visual program on Darfur, and the talk by Kevin Boyle. 27 workshops and sessions available to choose from; for more information, see http://ctsocialstudies.org/
October 26-29: “Gender, Race, Ethnicity and Power in Maritime America,” held at Mystic Seaport. Keynote by scholar Martha Hodes; panels, workshops, special tours, and a visit to the re-creation schooner Amistad are scheduled. For more information, see www.mysticseaport.org/GREPMA
November 4: "Insiders and Outsiders: Ethnicity, Immigration, and Status in Connecticut." Conference of the Association for the Study of Connecticut History, held at Manchester Community College, 9:00-4:30. Session topics include “outsiders” in colonial Connecticut, post-WWII migration and community identity, Americanization, Native American identities, and the role of the church. For more information, see http://asch.ccsu.edu/Upcoming_Events.htm
Recommended Publications

Bruce Reinholdt, History Is Central Public Historian, recommends…

The Prudence Crandall Museum published To All On Equal Terms, The Life and Legacy of Prudence Crandall in 2004. This handsomely illustrated, 51-page booklet offers considerable useful information on Prudence Crandall and her legacy in Connecticut and the nation. In addition to the historical exhibits on Prudence at this museum there is a wonderful exhibit on family history, entitled “Pieces of the Puzzle, Family Histories and Our Shared Past.” This one-gallery exhibit is thoughtfully defined and broadly applied.


Prudence Crandall Museum
Phone: (860) 546 - 9916


P.O. Box 58




Canterbury, CT 06331
E-mail: crndll@snet.net

www.chc.state.ct.us/crandallmuseum.htm
Stories of Wethersfield, Four Centuries of American Life in Connecticut’s ‘Most Auncient Towne’ by Nora Howard, published in 1997 by the Wethersfield Historical Society, is available from the society. Richly illustrated with photographs from the historical society’s collection, this 183-page book is a useful local history resource complete with bibliography, index and photo credits. 


Wethersfield Historical Society
Phone: (860) 529 - 7656


150 Main Street





Wethersfield, CT 06109

E-mail: weth.hist.society@snet.net
Web: www.wethhist.org
The Derby Historical Society in nearby Ansonia, Connecticut, has several well-illustrated publications for sale that focus on the local history of Ansonia: A History of Ansonia, Bicentennial-1976;  Ansonia – Images of America series; and General David Humphreys (1752-1818). 

In addition to these useful books the historical society’s website has been creatively developed, is changed and updated in a timely manner and therefore is most useful. Curator Marian O’Keefe reports that recently the historical society received a gift of a collection of more than 400 glass slides, a visual history of Ansonia, Derby and the Naugatuck Valley from the 1880s into the 20th century. Thus far a record photograph and a digitized image have been made of each slide.


Derby Historical Society
Phone: (203) 735 - 1908


37 Elm Street





Ansonia, CT 06401



E-mail: Derbyhistoricalsoc@juno.com
Web: www.derbyhistorical.org
Chris Morgan, Windham Tech, recommends:
Kristallnacht: Prelude to Destruction, by Martin Gilbert. “The author uses tons of primary documents from interviews to Nuremburg Trial records.  Some of the accounts are repetitive but if you read a variety of them they are very interesting. It covers the build up to ‘The Final Solution’ and some of the aftermath as well.”
Exhibits

History Is All Around Us, the new long-term exhibit at the Old State House in Hartford, focuses on many different dimensions of history in everyday life, using Hartford as an example. The Hartford Courant described it as “a brightly colored, knickknack filled, multimedia look at how history is part of everyday life.” There will be a FREE community open house this Saturday, Sept. 16. See http://www.ctosh.org/ for more information, or call (860) 522-6766.  

Black Hands, Blue Seas, The Maritime Heritage of African Americans is a well-researched, beautifully illustrated exhibition at the Mystic Seaport-The Museum of America and the Sea. Recently extended through next year, this temporary exhibition offers extensive and insightful information about the numerous activities of African Americans associated with the maritime history of our state and the nation.


Education Department

Phone: (860) 572 - 0711


Mystic Seaport


Web: www.mysticseaport.org






inquiries@mysticseaport.org
Online Resources

From Beth Rose, History Is Central Project Director:
If you are planning to teach about witchcraft as part of early American history, you might be interested in the OAH Magazine of History issue on the subject, which came out in 2003. OAH members can download the issue from www.oah.org after entering your member ID, or contact Beth Rose to get a copy. The article and lesson plan on the Hartford/Wethersfield witchcraft trials of the 1660s may be particularly interesting. 

If you are searching for photographs online, try the Associated Press photo archive, which you can access through iCONN (www.iconn.org). (This link will take you to the iCONN page; select the AP Archive under "Other" in the bottom right corner of the page.) You can also consult Corbis (www.corbis.com), one of the major stock photography firms. 

For short films such as those shown in schools or used as advertisements, check out the Prelinger Film Archive at www.archive.org/details.prelinger. Among the 2,000 titles available for download are “Duck and Cover,” “Are You Popular?”, and “Classic Television Commercials.” 

Contact Us

Please get in touch with us if you have questions or ideas about teaching U.S. history, or about History Is Central programs.

Beth Rose, Project Director, 832-1438
   
beth@historyiscentral.org     

Bruce Reinholdt, Public  Historian, 832-1442
bruce@historyiscentral.org
Check out our website for updated information. (To see short video clips from our summer institute, go to “Activities” and click on “Summer Institute.”)

http://www.historyiscentral.org
