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Bruce Reinholdt, Public Historian
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Upcoming History Is Central events:

Februrary 28: Book circle discussion of Simone Schweber, Making Sense of the Holocaust: Lessons from Classroom Practice. 

CCSU Student Center (Philbrick/Camp), 7:00-8:30 PM. This is open to any social studies teacher in your district, so bring a friend! 

Please let Beth know if you would like to participate, so we can get the book to you.
March 10, April 28, May 19: Spring workshops on slavery in New England, industrialization in Connecticut, and more. We will be visiting some historic sites and museums as well as discussing different ways of teaching these topics.

March 1: Deadline for applications for next year’s History Is Central cohort. Please encourage colleagues you think might be interested to apply. The application can be found on our website, www.historyiscentral.org
ONLINE RESOURCES

Worksheets on analyzing primary sources:
The National Archives “Teaching with Documents” website has worksheets you can use for classroom analysis of different types of primary documents: written documents, artifacts, cartoons, maps, motion pictures, photographs, posters, and sound recordings. Access these at http://www.archives.gov/education/lessons/index.html
Digital History Reader

A new web project containing primary source-focused modules for different periods of U.S. (and European) history, each focused on a single analytical question: Native American demographic catastrophe after 1492, the emergence of slavery in Virginia, the impact of the American Revolution, the connection between abolitionism and women’s rights, industrialization and its discontents, the 1936 sit-down strike, WWII’s impact on women and minorities, Jackie Robinson and civil rights, student protest in the 1960s, and historians’ evaluations of Richard Nixon. Check it out at http://www.dhr.history.vt.edu/index.html (or look on our website under Resources/By Time Period)

Historical Thinking via Photographs

The “Picturing Modern America” website has a variety of interactive exercises on analyzing photographs that can help build observation and thinking skills. Students can practice “reading” photographs on various historical topics and compare photographs in order to understand their message. 

An exercise on “What’s New in 1900” might be especially useful for teachers in the technical schools who start out their course in 1900.

http://www.edc.org/CCT/PMA/
Smithsonian Institution: History Wired

“History  Wired: A Few of Our Favorite Things” is an experimental website which showcases some 450 of the three million objects held by the National Museum of American History. You can zoom in on selected objects from a map of the museum, choosing items in various categories (clothing, transportation, leisure, home, sports, business) to learn more about them. http://historywired.si.edu/
Follow-up on immigration workshop:

At our November workshop, we talked briefly about the naturalization test taken by new citizens. The federal government is now piloting a revised test, which will be implemented nationally in 2008. You can see it at http://www.uscis.gov/portal/site/uscis
Thanks to Rita Noll for sharing her immigration lesson with us at the workshop. She also mentioned she has recently received a DVD program on recent immigrants from the Merage Foundation for the American Dream. You can read about it at http://www.meragefoundations.com/mfad_DVD_series.html#
Two publications from the American Historical Society might be of interest; let Beth know if you’d like to get a copy:

David Reimers, Teaching Immigration of People of Color to the United States 

Virginia Sanchez Korrol, Teaching U.S. Puerto Rican History
Follow-up on Kevin Boyle workshop:
If you’re interested in talking with students about the history of the KKK and contemporary hate groups, see the “Teaching Tolerance” site for an interactive map of active groups across the U.S.

http://www.tolerance.org/maps/hate/index.html
If you’re interested in teaching civil rights through sports history, Ken Burns’ film “Unforgivable Blackness: The Rise and Fall of Jack Johnson” is fascinating. The companion website has a lot of good materials as well: http://www.pbs.org/unforgivableblackness/index.html
See also “Beyond the Playing Field: Jackie Robinson” National Archives Teaching with Documents lesson plan: http://www.archives.gov/education/lessons/jackie-robinson/
Samuel Colt: Hero or Villain?

There was an interesting debate in the Hartford Courant about how we should assess Samuel Colt, connected to the Wadsworth Atheneum’s exhibit “Samuel Colt: Arms, Art, and Invention,” which runs through March 4, 2007.  This is a good example of the importance of interpretation in history, which you might find useful with your students. [To find older Courant articles, go through the CCSU Library page for the database.]

Steven Thornton, “Some Hero” (Courant 9/24/06) argued that we should not glorify Colt, who supported slavery and coerced his workers to vote as he wanted them to. 

Herbert Houze, “Colt Tarnished? Only By Smears” (Courant 10/1/06) responded with a defense and explanation of some of the context.

William Hosley, “Colt Legend and Legacy Indeed Worth Building On,” (in the same issue) writes, “History’s most compelling stories are often perplexing and do not easily resolve themselves in black and white, good and evil.” Samuel Colt was not proslavery, though he was ambivalent about going to war with the South. He created a multiethnic work force and helped make Hartford into an industrial powerhouse.

Additional resources/bibliographies from workshops
If you missed a workshop or the book circle, but would like to access the additional resources we provided, just go to the History Is Central website (http://www.historyiscentral.org/HICadditional.html), or look under “Activities” for the link.

History Day
A great opportunity to encourage student research in history. The Connecticut Historical Society is the state sponsor of the competition, which is open to all middle- and high-school students. District contests are held in different locations across the state in March, followed by a state contest in April. CHS also offers workshops in your classroom on preparing for History Day. See http://www.chs.org/hist_day/ for more information. 

MUSEUM EXHIBITS

Check out the brand new long-term exhibit, History Is All Around Us, installed in the lower level of the Old State House on Main Street in Hartford. Chocked full of information on Hartford and Connecticut history, this bright, colorful exhibition begins with a series of engaging definitions of history. Several interactive components, audio and video clips and numerous interesting graphics and artifacts offer something for everyone. Admission is free to Connecticut Historical Society members. Hours are Tuesday through Friday, 11a.m-5 p.m. and Saturday, 10a.m.-5 p.m. www.ctosh.org
The newest exhibition at the Wethersfield Historical Society’s Keeney Memorial Cultural Center (200 Main Street in Wethersfield) is V for Victory, Wethersfield and World War II . This exhibition presents the experiences, recollections and memories of numerous local “Greatest Generation” citizens during World War II. The exhibition examines both the home front and the battlefront during the 1940s, using oral histories and many artifacts on loan to the historical society. Admission is $3.00 for adults and the museum is open Monday through Saturday from 10a.m.-4p.m. and Sunday from 1 – 4 p.m. Call (860) 529-7656 for more information. www.wethhist.org
At the Stamford Historical Society visit the exhibits, Stamford’s Little Italy and The Irish Community in Stamford, 1850-1920 at the Society’s headquarters, 1508 High Ridge Road, Stamford, CT 06903. Also of interest is Pride and Patriotism: Stamford’s Role in World War II. Syndicated cartoonist Mort Walker, creator of “Beetle Bailey” and other popular comic strips, is honorary chair of the exhibit. The exhibit is also available on line at www.stamfordhistory.org
The staff at the Connecticut Antiquarian and Landmarks Society, headquartered in Hartford, is currently working with an advisory group of teachers to revise and improve their educational programs at the Hale Homestead located in Coventry, Connecticut. There are nine historic sites operated by the A&L and they are committed to serving Connecticut teachers and students with a variety of educational programs and services. Visit www.hartnet.org 

The Freedom Business: Connecticut Landscapes Through the Eyes of Venture Smith is open at the Florence Griswold Museum, Old Lyme, CT through March 26, 2007. This unique exhibition features poems by Connecticut’s Poet Laureate Marilyn Nelson that were inspired by the life of Venture Smith, a former slave who purchased his freedom and that of his wife and children. The poems are paired with paintings from the museum’s collection to help visitors imagine the landscapes in which Venture traveled, toiled and triumphed. www.flogris.org
CONTACT US

Please get in touch with us if you have questions or ideas about teaching U.S. history, or about History Is Central programs.

Beth Rose, Project Director, 832-1438
   
beth@historyiscentral.org     

Bruce Reinholdt, Public  Historian, 832-1442
bruce@historyiscentral.org
Check out our website for updated information:

http://www.historyiscentral.org
