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Resources on film and history

Finding films

Internet Movie Database

http://www.imdb.com
PBS Video Index: Database of PBS productions; some include lesson plans, primary sources, and other materials.

http://videoindex.pbs.org
Peter Rollins, ed., The Columbia Companion to American History on Film (Columbia University Press, 2003): Entries on the treatment in film of different eras, major events, notable people, groups, places, institutions and movements in American history. Each entry lists related films and bibliography.

Mark Carnes, Past Imperfect: History According to the Movies (Holt, 1995): Brief reviews by prominent historians of a wide range of historically-oriented films. 

Grant Tracey, Filmography of American History (Greenwood Press, 2002)
War and War-Era Movies, from UC Berkeley’s library: Lists of films arranged by war era, with plot summaries and bibliographies of reviews and articles:

http://www.lib.berkeley.edu/MRC/Warfilm.html
Teach with Movies site: see Movie Indexes on U.S. History & Culture for lists of films associated with different time periods; read sample learning guides (full access requires a $12/year subscription)
http://teachwithmovies.org
Films selected to the National Film Registry, Library of Congress:

http://www.loc.gov/film/titles.html
Reel American History site’s list of movies related to different topics in U.S. history (a few movies have more in-depth pages devoted to them):

http://www.lehigh.edu/~ineng/ejg/rahr.html
Film Online: a list of short films, mostly from the early 20th century, available on the Internet from the Library of Congress and other sources:

http://historymatters.gmu.edu/mse/film/filmonline.html
Film & History: A scholarly journal of history via film and the history of film and television. Website includes film and book reviews, essays on controversial films, and an annotated guide to documentary films on various subjects:

http://www.h-net.org/~filmhis/index.html
Teaching with film

Alan Marcus, ed., Celluloid Blackboard: Teaching History with Film (Information Age Publishing, 2007): Essays on different aspects of using film to teach history

James Lorence, Screening America: U.S. History Through Film since 1900 (Longman, 2005): Combines the study of films with text-based primary sources.

Trevor McCrisken and Andrew Pepper, American History and Contemporary Hollywood Film (Rutgers University Press, 2005): Discusses recent Hollywood films on the American Revolution, slavery, Civil War, World War II, the 1960s, and the post-Cold War era, from a more critical perspective than Toplin’s.
History Matters website, “Making Sense of Films”: Includes exercises in analyzing early film clips, an extensive annotated bibliography, and more.

http://historymatters.gmu.edu/mse/film/
“Scripting the Past: Exploring Women’s History through Film” – a NEH/Edsitement lesson plan that has students develop a screen play based on the life of well-known or little-known women 

http://edsitement.neh.gov/view_lesson_plan.asp?ID=254
Histories of film and the film industry
Robert Sklar, Movie-Made America: A Cultural History of American Movies (Vintage, 1994)

Lary May, Screening Out the Past: The Birth of Mass Culture and the Motion Picture Industry (University of Chicago Press, 1983)
Stephen Ross, Movies and American Society (Blackwell Publishing, 2002): Scholarly articles and selected primary source documents on different aspects of film history (audience, censorship, impact of Cold War and Vietnam, etc) in 20th-c America
