Resources on music in American history

Voices Across Time: American History through Music

Provides a guide to using music in teaching history, organizing U.S. history by eras and cross-cutting themes, with suggested songs for each. See also their Online Resources page for extensive list of sites

http://www.voicesacrosstime.org/
Digital History, section on “Historical Music”: [audio files, no lyrics; listed by type]

http://www.digitalhistory.uh.edu/audio/music.cfm
Authentic History site includes music files in its collection of resources by period

http://www.authentichistory.com/
History Matters/Making Sense of Evidence list of sources for finding songs online

http://historymatters.gmu.edu/mse/songs/online.html
History in Song (lyrics only)

http://www.fortunecity.com/tinpan/parton/2/history.html
Songs in American history (lyrics only, useful links)

http://history.sandiego.edu/GEN/snd/a-songlist.html
“Lift Every Voice and Sing: Music in American Life” at University of Virginia library:

http://www.lib.virginia.edu/small/exhibits/music/
By Time Period

Popular songs in American History (with audio)

[from 17thc through Civil War]

http://www.contemplator.com/america/
Songs of the Revolution (lyrics only?)

http://www.ushistory.org/carpentershall/edu/songs.htm
American Memory collection “America Singing: Nineteenth-Century Song Sheets” [Learning Page]: Over four thousand song sheets, primarily from 1850-1870. You can search and browse by subject, title, and composer.

http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/ndlpedu/collections/amsing/history.html
Johns Hopkins University collection of sheet music: scanned images of more than 18,000 pieces of sheet music, mostly focused on 19thc popular music:

http://levysheetmusic.mse.jhu.edu/
Poetry and Music of the War Between the States:

http://www.civilwarpoetry.org/
“We’ll Sing to Abe Our Song” Sheet Music about Lincoln, Emancipation, and the Civil War (American Memory collection):

http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/scsmhtml/scsmhome.html
1890s music related to the Spanish-American War:

http://www.pbs.org/crucible/frames/_music.html
Dismuke’s Virtual Talking Machine: More than 225 music selections from recordings produced between 1900 and 1940, with brief explanatory notes:

http://www.dismuke.org/
Red Hot Jazz Archive: A History of Jazz before 1930

Biographical information, photographs, and audio and video files for more than 200 jazz bands and musicians:

http://www.redhotjazz.com/
1939 Southern States Recording Trip (American Memory)

Recordings done during a 1939 trip recording more than 700 folk tunes by more than 300 performers: http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/lohtml/lohome.html
Roughstock’s History of Country Music

http://www.roughstock.com/history/

Article about songs of the civil rights movement, with audio files:

http://www.historynow.org/06_2006/interactive.html
Rock and Roll Hall of Fame website – look under “Teacher Programs” to access lesson plans: http://www.rockhall.com/teacher
“Atomic Café: The Cold War Hit Parade” part of CNN’s Cold War website

http://www.cnn.com/SPECIALS/cold.war/experience/culture/atomic.rock/
[See also http://www.inthe80s.com/coldwar.shtml]

Smithsonian Global Sound: search by country for a variety of music from around the world, from the 1930s to today

http://www.smithsonianglobalsound.org/
List of songs about Vietnam (with links to lyrics):

http://www.k-state.edu/english/nelp/vietnam_music.html
Songs of Americans in the Vietnam War:

http://faculty.buffalostate.edu/fishlm/folksongs/americansongs.htm
Iraq, Unplugged:

http://www.iraq-songs.com/index.html
